
Worship and Sacraments Commission  
Meeting 5/25/2021   7pm 

Opening Prayer led by Mary Blake 

In attendance: Karen Borgemenke, Yuki Lauber, Mary Blake, Lisa Brown, Helen Romes, Paula Fogt, 
Mike Truax, Rick Volk, Mary Ella Wielgos, Fr. Jim Riehle. 

The Commission approved the April minutes. 

Pastoral Council notes – no questions asked from the Commission for clarification. 

Helen – Lauri Johansen, Marlene Palmatary, Jo Zink, Nancy Feverston – Leadership Discernment, 
new members. Jo Zink – we are still waiting on confirmation from. Paula will reach out to each of  
them to invite them to the June meeting. 

Thank you to Helen and Karen for working on the leadership discernment this year! 

Mary Ella’s staff  report – no questions were asked. 2 updates –  

1. June 24th Fr Jim will give a talk on Holy Communion Questions and Controversies at 
7pm. All will be invited to come for the usual Thursday holy hour at 6-7pm and 
confessions as well. 

2. Indoor Nativity Set needed/desired – Christmas in July – approx. $24,000 Question 
about whether this is the right time to do this, with Together We Grow and the roof  
costs. There may be a small contingency of  people who will be upset that we are asking 
for funds for something else. Paula said if  she wins the million dollars from the state for 
the Covid drawing, she’ll buy the entire set. ☺ 

A question was raised about the Marian Catechesis program Fr. Riehle is doing over the summer, so 
he clarified what that was all about. 

A question was raised about childcare at St. Max. Fr. Jim elaborated on the status of  that.  

No questions on Ron’s music report. 

Lisa Brown – basket for festival $265 has been donated so far. Purchasing possibly a kindle and a 
year’s subscription to Hallow (prayer app). Lisa took all the suggestions. The title of  the basket will 
be Prayer Corner. 

Easter and Eastertide evals took place 

Easter Sunday – Alleluia He is Coming - good responses from the commission about this 
song. We should keep using it. 

Easter vigil homily – Fr. Jim’s – Lisa Brown liked his homily on Isaiah. 



Missing the sprinkling rite throughout the entire Eastertide season. Fr. Jim said he is not a 
fan of  using the sprinkling rite so often as it tends to lose it’s meaning. 

Mary Blake observation – May 5th returned from being out of  town and felt the flowers were 
lacking by that time. Mary Ella shared that our supplier was terrible this year and the lack of  
a coordinator contributed to the decrease in flowers before the end of  the season. 

Question was raised about the attendance at recent weekends, now that the ropes are down. We 
haven’t received any negative feedback about the ropes coming down. 

Fr. Jim talked about Latin and helped give some history of  its use. A suggestion was offered for Fr. 
Jim to teach about this in a homily and in the bulletin. 

Children’s Liturgy of  the Word – Fr. Jim – feels there’s a lot of  misunderstanding amongst the 
people of  God about the meaning of  Mass. There is a level of  mystery for every single person, but 
we still go.  When you love something you immerse your children in something. You wouldn’t take 
your children to a Reds game and send them out for a portion of  it. Children may not get everything 
like adults do at Mass, but what is powerful is having children watching their parents at Mass and 
participating in the entire Mass experience. We are not bringing back CLoW. We want to keep 
families together at Mass. 

However, although we are not sure when this will start, but at 9:30am on Sunday mornings, Fr. Jim 
and Fr. Simon Peter will do a breaking open the Word and prayers – about 20 minutes. It would be 
for all ages, but younger children most likely would be targeted. It would be in anticipation of  Mass. 
Essentially, come at 9:30am to break open the Word and then stay for 10am Mass. Or, come to 8am 
and then attend the 9:30am prayer. 

Some feedback about how we educate people to be open to understanding their roles as the primary 
teachers of  the faith was offered. A discussion was had about somehow communicating and sharing 
how welcome young families are at Mass. 

A suggestion to videotape Fr. Jim’s explanation of  why CloW is not returning. He is compelling 
when speaking, so it might help soften the message. 

Vice Chairman and Parish Council Rep: Lisa, Mary, Mike and Rick are going off  the commission, as 
is Sarah Lewis since she is going on staff. 

Rick will reach out to Tim about discerning being vice chair next year. 

Paula will look at assigning a person from the commission each month to go to PC, instead of  
having just one person doing the entire year. 

Suggestion for people to have a consecration to your home to the Sacred Heart of  Jesus in the 
bulletin. At least offer it each year. 

We will skip formation tonight since time is running late. Mary led the group in closing prayer. 
Respectfully submitted by Mary Ella Wielgos


